
òThe Medical Management 
Board of McCurtain Memorial 
Hospital by unanimous consent 
hereby inducts R. Paul Chan-
dler, DO into the McCurtain 
Memorial Hospital Hall of Fame 
on November 12, 2009 in rec-
ognition of his 29 years of 
dedicated service to the peo-
ple of McCurtain County and 
surrounding areas.  Further, 
the Board of Directors directs 
that a bas relief plaque of Dr. 
Chandler be placed in the ap-
propriate setting at McCurtain 
Memorial Hospital in honor of 
his induction into the Hall of 
Fame.ò             ~Billie Tomlinson 
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Working for a Healthier Community 

Dr. Chandler celebrating his retirement after 29 years on the Medical 

Staff of McCurtain Memorial Hospital.  He was inducted into the McCurtain 
Memorial Hospital Hall of Fame at his retirement reception. 
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 McCurtain Memorial Hospital 
hosted a retirement reception for 

Dr. R. Paul Chandler on Thursday, 
November 12, at the Kiamichi 
Technology Center in Idabel.    
More than 125 people represent-

ing patients, friends, relatives, 
hospital staff and colleagues from 
throughout the state attended the 
reception.  
 Mr. Messer opened the pro-

gram by commending Dr. Chan-
dler for his service to the hospital 
and dedication to his patients.  He 
then introduced Brother Elwayne 

Schaeffer who gave the invoca-
tion.  Senator Jerry Ellis and Rep-
resentative Dennis Bailey pre-
sented a Governorõs Citation 

signed by Governor Brad Henry 
honoring Dr. Paulõs commitment 
to his patients and his community. 
The citation referenced not only 
Dr. Chandlerõs dedication as a 
physician but also his contribu-

tions to his community including 
his previous service on both the 

Broken Bow City Council and the 
Broken Bow School Board.   Dr. 
Tom Salyer presented an en-
graved watch to Dr. Chandler on 

behalf of the McCurtain Memorial 
Medical Staff. 
 Personal comments were 
shared by Melvin Cavender long 
time friend of Dr. Chandler and 

the Chandler family who spoke of 
Dr. Chandlerõs caring attitude to-
ward his patients.  Mr. Cavender 
praised Dr. Chandlerõs mentorship 

of numerous medical students 
through the years and introduced 
some of the doctors in attendance 
as some of those who had been 

mentored by Dr. Paul.    Dr. Chan-
dlerõs son, Chris Chandler, spoke 
on behalf of the family and ex-
pressed pride and admiration in 
his fatherõs career.  He also spoke 
of the familyõs dedication to down-

town Broken Bow as seen in his 
fatherõs desire to maintain his 

practice downtown in addition to 
the downtown family drug store, 
Chandler-Hewitt Drug.  He teased 
about the antics of his father and 

his Uncle Rex Chandler and spoke 
of Paulõs dedication to OU football 
presenting his father with a gold-
colored remote control specially 
tuned to OU football success. 

Other comments were shared by 
long-time friends, Leonard Eeds, 
and Dr. Guthrie.   Mr. Messer 
closed the program with expres-

sions of sincere praise and grati-
tude for Dr. Chandlerõs dedica-
tion to McCurtain Memorial Hos-
pital. He spoke highly of Dr. Chan-

dlerõs caring attitude toward his 
patients and his devotion to his 
profession. The evening con-
cluded with refreshments and 
hors devours prepared by the 
Kiamichi Technology Centerõs  

Culinary Arts Department. 

Dr. Chandler Inducted Into McCurtain Memorial Hospital Hall of Fame 


